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Close on fifty years ago I was in a whale-catcher on the whale feeding grounds off the coast of South Georgia, the island where Antarctic whaling began in 1904. It was a fine clear day with a fresh breeze, and as the catcher crested the swells we saw whales, or rather their blows, on all sides-in whatever direction we looked there were whales as far as the eye could see, certainly hundreds, probably thousands. Today you would be lucky to see half-a-dozen at one time.
The near extermination of the large whales in the Antarctic, and the drastic reduction of their numbers elsewhere, is an almost unbelievable example of human folly. Although a levy on the industry that was overkilling whales paid for scientific investigations into whale biology to discover the sustainable yield of the stocks, the information produced was consistently disregarded for decades. Now, at the last minute of the eleventh hour, the International Whaling Commission has got the remnant of a ruined industry to agree to regulations that will probably save the great whales from extermination and perhaps allow their numbers to recover.
Robert Burton discusses in some detail this sorry tale of commercial"
